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FORWARD 
PROPELLING  IOWA  TO  THE  NEXT  LEVEL  OF  ECONOMIC  SUCCESS: KEY  THEMES  OF IOWA’S 
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A Higher Standard of Living for Iowa
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Higher Share of 
High-skilled 
Workers than U.S. 
Higher Average 
Wages than U.S. 







Agriculture & Food 
Production 
✔ ✔ ✔  ✔ ✔ ✔ ✔ 
Automation & Industrial 
Machinery 
✔     ✔ ✔ ✔ 
Avionics & Comm. 
Electronics 
 ✔ ✔   ✔ ✔  
Biosciences ✔ ✔ ✔ 
  ✔ ✔ ✔ 
Building & Construction 
Products 
✔  ✔ ✔ ✔  ✔  
Health Services  ✔ ✔      
Heavy Machinery ✔    ✔ ✔ ✔  
Info Svcs, Digital Media 
& Tech 
  ✔     ✔ 
Insurance & Finance ✔  ✔    ✔  
Primary Metals 
Manufacturing 
✔        
Renewable Energy ✔ ✔    ✔ ✔ ✔ 
Transp., Distribution, & 
Logistics 
✔ ✔ ✔      








Higher Share of 
High-skilled 
Workers than U.S. 
Higher Average 
Wages than U.S. 












relative to U.S. 
industry 
employment 
concentration > 1.2 
for 2012 
Number of Jobs 











Based on Iowa and 
U.S. concentration 
of employment in 
high-skilled 
occupations by 
industry cluster for 
2013 
Based on Iowa and 
U.S. total payroll by 
industry cluster 
divided by total 
industry employment 
for 2012 
More than 100 
patents from 2009 
to 2013 
Based on Iowa and 
U.S. total industry 
cluster output 
divided by total 
industry 
employment, 2012 
Based on having 
10 or more 
emerging 






research and state 
innovation (Demo 
Fund, etc.) awards 
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KEY  FINDINGS  ON  IOWA’S ECONOMIC  FOUNDATIONS 





























































Physical Scientists   Legal Support  
Life Scientists   Healthcare Support  
Postsecondary Teachers   Other Education, Training, & Library  
Health Diagnosing & Treating   Sales  
Life Science Technicians   Transportation & Material Moving  
Computer‐Related   Installation, Maintenance, & Repair  
Engineering Technicians   Arts, Design, & Entertainment  
Management   Personal Care & Service   
Arts, Design, & Entertainment   Health Technologists & Technicians   
Community & Social Services   Health Diagnosing & Treating   
Engineers   Production   
Other Health Related    Drafters & Mapping Technicians   
K‐12 Teachers    Protective Service   
Business & Financial Operations    Office & Administrative Support   
Social Scientists    Construction & Extraction   
Medical & Clinical Lab Technicians       
Math Science       
Personal Care & Service       
Sales       






















































Iowa Total  6,172  100%  8,057  100%  31%  ‐2.2 % pts. 
  Community Colleges  802  13%  872  11%  9%  ‐1.0 % pts. 
  Private Colleges  2,212  36%  3,278  41%  48%  ‐2.3 % pts. 
























Awarded, 2012  10.1%  14.8%  15
th 
Change in STEM‐related Degrees, 
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Table 6:   Achievement in Math and Science for Iowa 8th Graders vs. U.S. and Key Comparison 
States.  







Score 2011  285  283  9
th 
NAEP Tests, 8th Grade Science, Avg. 
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Industrial R&D  Expenditures per $10M GSP, 2011  $151,801  $188,932  8
th 
Percent Change, 2009‐11  52%  31%  1st 
University R&D  Expenditures per $10M GSP, 2012  $45,828  $40,075  5
th 



































IA  2.75  0.06  2.04  0.61  0.93  $221,164 
IL  3.37  0.10  3.50  1.00  0.76  $758,190 
IN  5.02  0.18  6.03  0.60  1.01  $97,423 
MI  2.87  0.08  2.43  0.74  0.82  $87,544 
MN  3.78  0.14  1.89  0.69  0.88  $537,236 
MO  3.23  0.12  2.28  0.58  1.20  $127,189 
ND  3.69  0.07  2.73  0.96  5.17  $157,441 
NE  6.71  0.20  4.08  0.71  1.47  $241,168 
OH  4.42  0.12  3.41  0.59  0.56  $97,471 
SD  9.78  0.00  2.98  0.14  0.71  $519,992 
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Table 9:   Iowa’s Standing in Statewide Entrepreneurial and New Company Formation and Growth 
Measures vs. U.S. and Key Comparison States. 
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Table 10:   Iowa’s Standing in Statewide Levels of Innovation Capital vs. U.S. and Key Comparison 
States. 

































Agriculture & Food Production  52%  11  76% 
Automation & Industrial Machinery  53%  16  74% 
Avionics & Communications 
Electronics  33%  8  73% 
Biosciences & Health Services  57%  40  80% 
Building & Construction Products  37%  2  69% 
Heavy Machinery  57%  8  60% 
Information Services, Digital Media 
& Technology  62%  40  89% 
Insurance & Finance  16%  2  64% 
Primary Metals Manufacturing  n/a  7  n/a 
Renewable Energy  n/a  14  n/a 
Transportation, Distribution, & 
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Highway Access  Interstate Miles per 1,000 sq. miles, 2012  14.0  13.3  8
th 
Rail Access 
Rail Miles per sq. mile, 2011  69  39  5th 
Number of Rail Carriers (Class 
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hour, 2012  8.01  10.09  3
rd 
Industrial Rates, Cents/kilowatt hour, 
2012  5.30  6.67  2
nd 
Tax Climate  State Business Tax Climate Index, 2014 
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PROPOSED  ACTION  PLAN  TO  BUILD  ON  THE  COMPETITIVENESS  AND  GROWTH  OF  IOWA’S  
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PROPOSED  ACTION  PLAN  TO  GENERATE  AND  ATTRACT  SKILLED  WORKFORCE  IN  DEMAND  
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PROPOSED  ACTION  PLAN  TO  ADVANCE IOWA’S  PHYSICAL  INFRASTRUCTURE  AND REGIONAL  
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Industry Cluster  Industry Drivers/Target Product Markets 
IA Competitive 
Advantages/Innovation Themes 
Illustrative Growth 
Markets/Opportunities 
Primary Metals 
Mfg. 
Renewable 
Energy 
Transport., 
Distribution, & 
Logistics 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aluminum foundries, die‐
casting & sheet/plate/foil 
mfg; Steel foundries, pipes, 
wire; Iron & steel mills; Iron 
foundries
Advanced Materials Next generation aluminum alloys 
Ethanol/biofuels; Turbine & 
turbine generators; Storage 
batteries
Industrial & Nutritional 
Biotech
Biofuels
Wind—generation
Energy storage
Whole range across TDL 
including:
Warehousing; Freight trucking 
(general & long‐distance); Broad 
wholesale trade; Logistics—
process & consulting svcs
N/A Logistics management & consulting svcs.
Intermodal transportation
